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RRAP and SCPI  Extended  (Pour la version française, s' il vous plaît voir la page 4) 
By John Dickie, President, CFAA-FCAPI 

program and the other federal initiatives to 
provide better shelters and supports for the 
homeless, and more supportive and special-
needs housing. 
For more information on the RRAP and 
SCPI programs, or to view the CMHC news 
release, go to www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/
News/nere/2005/2005-11-22-0930.cfm. 
What more is needed for  all Canadians to 
afford suitable housing? 
To extend housing support to more low-
income Canadians, CFAA looks forward to 

federal support for housing al-
lowances for 
renters. Between 
75% and 92% of 

(Continued on page 8) 

CFAA welcomes the renewal of RRAP and 
SCPI  and looks to the future 
The Canadian Federation of Apartment As-
sociations welcomes the renewal of the fed-
eral RRAP and SCPI programs as announced 
on November 22, 2005, by federal Housing 
Minister Joe Fontana. 
RRAP is a valuable program which provides 
funds for the rehabilitation of rental housing 
occupied by low-income Canadians.  RRAP 
allows private landlords to cover the cost of 
major repairs, while preserving and enhanc-
ing private housing at affordable rents.  More 
money should be directed to the RRAP pro-
gram, as it is invariably oversubscribed in 
every city in Canada. 
CFAA also supports the renewal of the SCPI 

ment.  Les prêts d’hypothécaire pour les ré-
novations et conversions soyez également 
éligible pour l’assurance hypothécaire du 
SCHL.  Et si vous pensez à restructurer une 
dette existante ou par utilisant les capitaux 
propres dans un bâtiment du location pour 
aider à financer l©achat ou la construction des 
autres projets multi-résidentielles – vous 
pouvez solliciter pour l©assurance hypothé-
caire pour ensurer la couverture de ce prêt 
aussi. 
Une hypothèque d©assurés par SCHL porte un 
taux d©intérêt inférieur que les parties qui son 
non assures parce que il ramène le risque aux 
prêteurs.  Comme emprunteur, vous pouvez 
également vous attendre à un taux d©intérêt 
favorable à temps de renouvellement comme 
l©assurance demeure en vigueur pour la pleine 
période d©amortissement du prêt.  Cela signi-
fie que vous pouvez prendre des décisions 

(suite à la page 5) 

Propriétaires des bâtiments multi-résidentiels 
au Canada qui veulent une amélioration des 
arrangement de financement pour les proprié-
tés locatives peut accéder l’assurance de prêt 
hypothécaire du SCHL pour une grande va-
riété de prêts hypothécaires. 
La plupart des genres de propriétés locatives 
résidentielles qualifient pour l’assurance 
SCHL, qui inclure les bâtiments d’apparte-
ment, les résidences de retraite, et les maison 
de repos.  Les propriétés résidentielles et 
commerciales (les appartement qui inclure 
l’espace commercial) aussi qualifiez  où le 
composant commercial est limité approxima-
tivement à 20% de toute la surface couverte. 
Quels genres de prêts sont éligibles ? 
Le financement d©hypothèque est disponible 
pour une variété des raisons.  Par exemple, 
vous pouvez assurer un prêt hypothécaire 
pour l©achat d©une propriété existante ou fi-
nancez la construction d©un nouveau bâti-
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the existing EnerGuide for Houses 
Retrofit Incentive program to extend the 
program to 2010. That program is not 
limited to low-income families. To be 
eligible for the grant, the dwelling must 
be either 1) a low-rise residential 
dwelling, that is a detached, semi-
detached or row house that is no more 
than three and a half stories high, and 
that has a footprint of not more than 600 
m2, or 2) a mobile dwelling on a 
permanent foundation.   
Assistance for energy audits on large 
apartment buildings will be provided 
through EnerGuide for Existing 
Buildings (formerly known as the Energy 

Innovators Initiative). This initiative will 
be available to owners of multiple-unit 
buildings and rooming houses built prior 
to 1980 and may be used for energy 
retrofits such as draft-proofing, heating 
system upgrades and window 
replacement, for example. Multi-unit 
residential buildings (with a common 
entrance) that are at least four storeys 
high or that have a footprint greater than 
600 m2 are eligible for funding.  The 
program will be available in early 
January 2006. 
Funding is available for retrofit planning 
activities and retrofit implementation 
projects. 
Landlords can qualify for up to $25,000 

� � � � �� �

Energy Retrofit Assistance for Landlords; Energy Rebates for Low-Income Tenants  
By June Carter, Vice-President, CFAA-FCAPI 

On October 6, 2005, the Federal 
government announced $1.3B in new 
funding to address the impact of high 
energy costs.  The Canadian Federation 
of Apartment Associations lobbied to 
have rebates paid to those who get the 
energy bills, ideally as a rebate on 
future energy bills, but alternately by 
application for a federal cheque.  Those 
recommendations were rejected.   
Instead, the Federal government will be 
providing direct assistance to certain 
low-income Canadians, and funding for 
energy retrofits. 
The government is targeting the direct 
assistance at low-income seniors and 
low-income families with children.  The 
assistance is to be known as the Energy 
Cost Benefit.  At least that benefit will 
direct the assistance to Canadians who 
are much more likely to rent than to 
own their homes; the benefit will assist 
many tenants to pay their rents. 
There is also to be a program of 
subsidies for renovations to save 
energy, called EnerGuide for Low-
Income Households.    CMHC will 
deliver the program through the 
Residential Rehabilitation Assistance 
Program (RRAP).  The program will be 
open to private landlords.  
Unfortunately, the per unit subsidy limit 
will be in the order of $1,000 - $1,500 
per room or suite for multiple-unit 
buildings and rooming houses, whereas 
for a single family house, the limit will 
be $3,500 - $5,000.  CFAA will 
encourage the government to raise the 
limit on rental suites. 
$170 million in funding was added to 

for retrofit planning activities 
including energy audits, feasibility 
studies, energy management plans, 
and other project development and 
facilitation measures that can lead to 
energy savings.  Technologies and 
equipment that are innovative or that 
use renewable energy should be 
considered. Applications for this 
funding must be submitted by January 
31, 2006.  All work must be 
completed and final documents 
submitted by February 28, 2007. 
Depending on the current energy 
consumption of a building, landlords 
can qualify for up to $250,000 for 
retrofit implementation projects, 
including development and 
management, materials and labour, 
monitoring and tracking, staff 
training, and awareness.   The 
initiative recommends implementing 
multiple measures such as efficient 
lighting systems, building envelope, 
motors, controls, heating, ventilating, 
air conditioning and other types of 
energy retrofits, as well as employee 
training.  Where possible, 
technologies and equipment that are 
innovative or that use renewable 
energy should be considered. 
For more information on both 
programs, go to www.oee.nrcan.gc.ca/
commercial/financial-assistance/
existing/retrofits/ 
CFAA will continue to encourage 
governments to make all applicable 
housing programs open to private 
landlords, and to improve the terms of 
those programs. 
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$170 million in funding added 
to the existing EnerGuide for 
Houses Retrofit Incentive pro-
gram is not limited to low-
income families. 



Owners of multi-unit residential 
buildings in Canada who want improved 
financing arrangements for rental 
properties can access CMHC mortgage 
loan insurance for a wide variety of 
mortgage loans. 
Most kinds of residential rental 
properties qualify for CMHC insurance, 
including apartment buildings, 
retirement residences and nursing home 
facilities. Mixed-use properties 
(apartment buildings that include 
commercial space) also qualify where 
the commercial component is limited to 
approximately 20% of the total floor 
area 

What types of loans are eligible? 
Mortgage financing is available for a 
variety of purposes. For example, you 
can insure a mortgage loan for the 
purchase of an existing property or 
finance the construction of a new 
building.  Mortgage loans for 

renovations and conversions are also 
eligible for CMHC mortgage 
insurance. And if you’re thinking of 
restructuring an existing debt or using 
the equity in one rental building to help 
finance the purchase or construction of 
another multi-unit residential project, 
you can apply for mortgage insurance 
to cover that loan as well. 
A CMHC-insured mortgage generally 
carries a lower interest rate than its 
uninsured counterpart since it reduces 
the risk to lenders. As a borrower, you 
can also expect a favorable interest rate 
at renewal time as the insurance 
remains in force for the full 
amortization period of the loan. That 
means you can make business 
decisions with greater confidence, 
secure in the knowledge that where 
satisfactory repayment history exists 
mortgage refinancing will always be 
available. 
 

Mortgage Insurance for Rental Housing 
From the Greater Toronto Apartment Association’s “Building Blocks” , October 2005 

(Pour la version française, s' il vous plaît voir la page 1) 

Boost your  cash flow 
In addition to the substantial cash 
flow improvements afforded by lower 
interest rates, mortgage loan insurance 
application fees and premiums can be 
added into the mortgage loan as a 
non-cash transaction because they are 
considered soft costs. For borrowers, 
this translates into cash flow 
improvements. Best of all, when 
mortgage loans are insured by 
CMHC, borrowers can obtain 
mortgage financing of up to 85 
percent of the value of the property 
with no loan ceiling. That means you 
can purchase a rental property with 
only a 15 percent down payment. 
To find out how to benefit from 
CMHC Mortgage Loan Insurance, 
contact Paula Gasparro, Manager, 
Business Development, Multi-Unit 
Mortgage Insurance at 416-250-2731. 
For more information, visit: 
www.cmhc.ca  
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University of Saskatchewan plans 750 units despite high vacancy rates  
By Barry Remai, Director at Large, Saskatchewan Rental Housing Industry Association 

The SRHIA Board met with James 
Cook, Manager of Business Opportuni-
ties of the University of Saskatchewan 
on October 13 to discuss the Univer-
sity’s planned student residences pro-
ject. Mr. Cook indicated the following 
with regard to the project: 

·  The current plan is for 300 dormi-
tory-style units, 450 suite-style 
units, 40,000 square feet of retail 
space plus student services space to 
be constructed in Saskatoon with 
target occupancy September 2008. 

·  The new dormitory-style units will 
offset 200 existing units that will be 
lost through University space con-
solidation and conversion. 

·  The University’s objective is to in-
crease its student residence count 
closer to the Canadian average and 
to facilitate increased enrolment by 
out-of-province and international 
students in the future 

·  The University’s Board of Gover-
nors have approved the project in 
concept and granted permission to 
hire a project manager and draft 
architectural plans as well as carry 
out a retail market study. 

·  Final approval by the Board of 
Governors is required prior to the 
commencement of construction. 

·  No government grants will fund 
the project, financing will be pro-
vided by University borrowings 
which must be approved by the 
provincial government. 

·  The University is tinkering with 
the notion of privatizing the pro-
ject. 

SRHIA expressed its concerns about 
the project to Mr. Cook including: 

·  The economic viability of such a 
project is questionable given cur-
rent rent levels and vacancy rates 

in Saskatoon.  The vacancy rate 
for 2004 was 6.3%. 

·  The projected growth rates in stu-
dent enrolment – how realistic are 
these given the University’s flat 
enrolment growth of the past and 
a declining provincial population. 

·  The first phase of the project is 
much too large – the University 
would be better off building in 
smaller phases so that it can 
monitor market response and eco-
nomic performance. 

·  The University of Regina student 
residences project has been an 
economic white elephant to date. 
What has been learned from their 
experience? 

SRHIA is carefully considering its 
next action to ensure that the U of S 
student residences project does not 
unnecessarily damage the rental hous-
ing market in Saskatoon. 
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ing taxes on Toronto residents is cer-
tainly not a palatable option for coun-
cillors, and as such, alternative meth-
ods of revenue-raising in the form of 
charges, fees, and levies are now at the 
forefront of the possibilities. Unfortu-
nately for property owners of rental-
housing, the fees will likely become 
their responsibility. One of the legisla-
tive powers that is proposed in the JTF 
report is the authority to provide a sys-
tem of licences, permits, approvals or 
registrations regarding various matters. 
It has been suggested that the rental-
housing industry is near the top of the 
list for licensing. 

Nevertheless, licensing was not the 
only policy option proposed in the JTF 
report that would negatively impact 
our industry. The report further sug-
gests that the City be given the power 
to control demolition and conversion 
of rental housing in an effort to “better 
protect Toronto’s rental housing 
stock.”  A recent FRPO study disputes 
these claims and, in fact, demonstrates 
that allowing conversions and demoli-
tions in the City could provide a net 
benefit for the city’s ageing rental 
housing stock. For a long time many 
municipal politicians have alleged that 
there is a lack of rental supply in the 
city. This is in fact untrue. Much of the 

In Ontario, the hot 
topic this fall is the 
provincial govern-
ment’s continued ef-
forts in developing a 
“New Deal for Cities.”  
As expected, the Joint 
Ontario – City of To-
ronto Task Force (JTF) staff report has 
proposed that numerous broad permis-
sive powers be transferred to the city of 
Toronto (City). 
Unfortunately, if the additional powers 
given to the City are those put forth in 
the JTF report, the rental housing indus-
try in Ontario will be severely affected. 
It is anticipated that the province will 
bring forward this first piece of legisla-
tion, the City of Toronto Act, in mid-
December. This Bill will understanda-
bly serve as a framework and founda-
tion for negotiations with other Ontario 
municipalities and the development of 
changes to the Municipal Act in the near 
future.   
With the Bill currently in the drafting 
phase and with little direction given as 
to what specific powers the province 
intends to provide the City, it appears 
that two key issues for our industry have 
emerged as front-runners for considera-
tion: licensing of apartment buildings 
and preventing conversions and demoli-
tions of rental housing. 
The province does not have the money 
to share revenue with Ontario munici-
palities, and is consequently considering 
giving them, and the City of Toronto 
specifically, the power to regulate and 
license rental-housing providers. Rais-

stock of rental housing comes from 
unconventional sources such as condo 
rentals, and rentals in single family 
homes.  When those sources are taken 
into account, there is no supply short-
age in Toronto or anywhere in the 
province.  The market in Ontario is 
working, and impeding conversions 
and demolitions will only have a 
negative impact on rental housing and 
the housing stock as a whole. Allow-
ing property owners to determine the 
best use of their buildings is fair, ef-
fective, and creates the opportunity to 
replace the ageing stock of rental 
housing while also providing afford-
able home ownership opportunities 
for many tenants. 
For better or for worse, the develop-
ment of the “New Deal for Cities”  has 
drawn the province’s attention away 
from changes to rent control in On-
tario in the short-term. However, the 
McGuinty government has made a 
public commitment to reform the Ten-
ant Protection Act, and amendments 
do remain on the horizon. Some 
changes will likely take place in the 
near future and before the next pro-
vincial election. Following criticism 
from the NDP regarding the govern-
ment’s lack of action to “protect ten-
ants” , the Minister of Municipal Af-
fairs and Housing recently stated that 
such changes will likely come for-
ward in the spring.  
FRPO is paying careful attention to 
the situation and working diligently to 
help avoid a return to the days of re-
strictive rent controls in Ontario. 

A recent FRPO study ... demon-
strates that allowing conversions 
and demolitions in the City could 
provide a net benefit for the city’s 
ageing rental housing stock. 

Ontario Update 
By Vince Brescia, President & CEO, Federation of Rental-housing Providers of Ontario (FRPO)  
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économiques avec une plus grande 
confiance, fixez dans la connaissance 
qui où l©histoire satisfaisante de rem-
boursement existe hypothèque refinan-
çant sera toujours disponible. 
Amplifiez votre niveau d'argent 
comptant 
En plus des améliorations substantiel-
les de votre niveau d©argent comptant 

(suite de la page 1) 

accordées par des taux d©intérêt infé-
rieurs, l’assurance de prêt hypothé-
caire, des honoraires et les primes d©ap-
plication peuvent être ajoutés dans le 
prêt hypothécaire comme une transac-
tion non-monétaire parce qu©ils sont 
considérés des coûts doux.  Pour des 
emprunteurs, ceci traduit en améliora-
tions de votre niveau d©argent comp-
tant.  Aussi, quand des prêts hypothé-
caires sont assurés par SCHL les em-
prunteurs peuvent obtenir le finance-

ment d©hypothèque de jusqu©à 85% de 
la valeur de la propriété sans le plafond 
de prêt.  Cela signifie que vous pouvez 
acheter une propriété locative avec seu-
lement un acompte de 15%. 

Pour découvr ir  comment tirer  béné-
fice du l’assurance de prêt hypothé-
caire du SCHL appelez: Paula Gas-
parro, Directrice, Assurance prêt hy-
pothécaire, logement locatif 
à 416-250-2731. Pour plus d'informa-
tion: www.cmhc.ca 

Coinamatic Canada Inc., Canada’s 
largest laundry route operator, is a na-
tional consumer services company spe-
cializing in exact change micro pay-
ments.  Coinamatic has been providing 
superior building amenities to multi 
dwelling building owners for over 56 
years.  Coinamatic equipment can be 
found in over 15,000 apartment build-
ings, condominiums, colleges and uni-
versities across the country serving 
over 2 million Canadians. 
Regarded as one of the most techno-
logically advanced companies in the 
industry, Coinamatic is continually 
involved in the design and the promo-
tion of new equipment, payment sys-
tems, smart card payment and card 
reload technologies, unique token pay-
ment technologies, payment process-
ing, parking and vending technologies 

and multi-family property managers 
including parking equipment, handheld 
ticketing, backend ticket and payment 
processing. 
Coinamatic and ParkSmart’s Corporate 
offices are located in Toronto, Ontario, 
with Branch locations in Vancouver, 
Edmonton, Calgary, Winnipeg, Re-
gina, Cambridge, London, Windsor, 
Mississauga, Ottawa, Quebec City, 
Montreal and Halifax. 
You can visit our websites at 
www.coinamatic.com and 
www.smartcity-parksmart.com 
For more information or to explore 
potential opportunities please contact 
Susan Reynolds at 1-905-795-1946.

as well as a variety of other exciting 
business development opportunities.  
Smart card applications include laun-
dry, vending, access control, parking, 
and loyalty with both cash to card and 
debit/credit to card reload options. 
ParkSmart, a wholly owned subsidiary 
of Coinamatic founded in 1998, com-
bines leading talent from the North 
American parking industry with Coina-
matic’s 56 years experience in route 
service operations, coin and micropay-
ment processing, consumer relations 
management, equipment service and 
payment processing systems to deliver 
a unique suite of parking services.  
ParkSmart resolves parking problems 
and creates business opportunities by 
providing integrated parking manage-
ment solutions to municipalities, pri-
vate parking operators and commercial 

Sponsor Profile—Coinamatic Canada Inc. 

Assurance hypothécaire (cont’u)  

OTTAWA, ONTARIO le 22 novem-
bre 2005 – L©Honorable Joe Fontana, 
ministre du Travail et du Logement, a 
annoncé aujourd©hui l©octroi d©une 
somme de 262,9 millions de dollars 
pour prolonger d©un an deux importants 
programmes fédéraux, soit l©Initiative 
nationale pour les sans-abri (INSA) et 
le Programme d©aide à la remise en état 
des logements (PAREL). 
« Depuis le lancement des program-
mes, nous avons atteint d©incroyables 
résultats en travaillant en étroite colla-
boration avec les collectivités pour être 
en mesure de mieux répondre aux pro-

nariat avec les organismes communau-
taires, les secteurs privé et bénévole et 
les différents niveaux de gouverne-
ment, pour élaborer des solutions loca-
les aux problèmes auxquels sont 
confrontés les sans-abri et les person-
nes à risque de le devenir. La première 
phase de l©Initiative (1999 - 2003) s©est 
concentrée sur les besoins immédiats, 
en misant sur des services à court 
terme et en les renforçant. On pense ici 
aux refuges d©urgence, aux centres de 
jour et aux soupes populaires. La 
deuxième phase (2003 - 2006) s©est 
attardée à offrir de l©aide à court et 

(Continued on page 8) 

blèmes en matière d©itinérance et de 
logement. Nous reconnaissons qu©il 
s©agit là d©un bon travail qu©il faut pour-
suivre, a expli-
qué le ministre 
Fontana. L©enga-
gement du gou-
vernement à re-
nouveler l©INSA 
et le PAREL pour une période d©un an 
permettra de poursuivre les activités de 
ces programmes en attendant des solu-
tions de financement à long terme dans 
le cadre du Cadre de référence cana-
dien en matière de logement. » 
Depuis 1999, l©INSA travaille en parte-

Les programmes nationaux de rénovation et des sans-abri ont été prolongés 
www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/fr/presse/commu/2005/2005-11-22-0930.cfm 
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do not require applications to the prov-
ince. Those costs go up with inflation 
or on consensus.  Apartments are 
boarded up rather than being renovated 
and very few new rental units are being 
constructed. Why? 

Landlords tell me that the best eco-
nomic use of their properties is to con-
vert to life leases or condominiums and 
sell the units. Both of these types of 
accommodation require down pay-
ments and allow management to pass 
on real cost increases each year with-
out government intervention. It takes 
them out of the rental universe and 
places many of them out of reach of 
young people and new immigrants. 
Contrast this to B.C., Alberta and Sas-
katchewan where life lease properties 
are virtually unknown and a large per-
centage of condominium units are pur-
chased to be rented out. That is be-
cause increases in operating costs can 

(Continued on page 7) 

Manitoba may soon be the only west-
ern “have not”  province in terms 
of supply, availability, and quality of 
rental accommodation, a commodity 
which is paramount to the attraction 
and retention of the talented young 
people who drive the economy. Mani-
toba’s recently announced 2.5 per cent 
rent increase guideline for 2006 will do 
little to improve this situation. 

Alberta and Saskatchewan have abol-
ished rent controls. British Columbia 
reinstituted rent controls in 2004 with a 
guideline based on CPI plus two per 
cent which recognizes inflationary op-
erating increases and allows for capital 
repairs. BC also deregulates on va-
cancy, allowing adjustment to market 
pricing between tenants, and allows 
existing tenants and landlord to agree 
to any rent increase regardless of the 
regulations. In essence BC’s rent con-
trol system is almost a free-market sys-
tem.  As a consequence of using mar-
ket systems, all three of our western 

neighbours have enjoyed growth in 
available units over the past few years. 
In contrast, Manitoba has seen a net 
loss of more than 1,000 units between 
1998 and 2004 and our vacancy rates 
have decreased from 5.5 per cent to 1.1 
per cent over the past decade, well be-
low the 2.7 per cent national average. 
Winnipeg has the lowest vacancy rate 
of any major city in Canada. In addi-
tion Manitoba had the highest rent in-
creases in the West at an average of 
$19 or 2.9 per cent in 2004, almost 
twice the guideline. This is due to the 
large number of landlords who apply 
for, and are granted, increases above 
the guideline based on proven costs. 
Manitoba’s CPI has been over 3 per 
cent for the majority of the past 12 
months yet the announced guideline 
again falls below CPI. How does this 
reflect reality? How does this slow the 
loss of rental units or stimulate new 
construction? It doesn’ t. 
Every year Manitobans see more rental 
units converted to condominiums.  We 
also have a thriving life lease program, 
where a person over the age of 55 pro-
vides a down payment to the developer 
which buys them the right to live in 
their apartment for as long as they 
wish.  Unlike rents in standard apart-
ments, increases in common element 
costs in condominiums and life leases 

Manitoba a Have Not Province 
By Avrom Charach, CGA Director of Finance—Kay Four Properties Inc., Vice President—Professional Property Managers Association (Manitoba) 

Do rent controls protect any 
segment of the population? 
One would presume they 
protect the poor. But that is 
not the case, either philoso-
phically or practically. 

It is clear that Manitoba will 
continue to be a have not 
province when it comes to 
accommodation unless our 
rent control system is elimi-
nated.   

Commercial Lighting Products Ltd. 
(CLP) is 100% Canadian owned and 
operated.  We pride ourselves on repre-
senting consistent quality products, 
competitive wholesale pricing and 
prompt courteous service.  We are 
master distributors of both G.E./ Uni-
versal and Philips/ Advance Trans-
former.   
We have expanded our services to in-
clude energy audits, design build pro-
jects for the commercial and industrial 
markets and an extensive stocking pro-
gram for fixture manufacturers such as 

lighting industry, unequalled stock lev-
els, and enthusiastic staff in every de-
partment, CLP is proud to be Canada’s 
largest independently owned lighting 
distributor.  Visit www.comlight.com 
or contact us at 604-540-4999 or  
Breanna.Spencer@comlight.com or 
Matthew.McNamara@comlight.com. 

Lithonia, Beghelli, Peerless, Hubbell, 
Dasal, Prescolite, Acculite, Juno and 
many others.  We have an ongoing 
training program for all of our sales 
staff and we also work very closely 
with all of our suppliers and their sup-
port systems in order to deliver unsur-
passed technical knowledge and capa-
bilities.  CLP has five full service dis-
tribution warehouses in Victoria, Van-
couver, Edmonton, Calgary, and Win-
nipeg consisting of 27 outside sales 
representatives. 
With over 20 years experience in the 

Sponsor Profile—Commercial Lighting Products Ltd. 



works in Saskatchewan and Alberta, 
and BC’s rent controls are really a 
modified free market system? These 
systems implicitly acknowledge the 
fact that economics, not political con-
siderations, should be the determining 
force in setting rental rates. 
Our province continues to spend mil-
lions of dollars in staffing (including 
the hiring of new staff to accommodate 
the explosion in applications for rents 
in excess of guideline), and new tech-
nology to administer a rent control sys-
tem which leads us further down the 
path of being the only have not prov-
ince in the West.  These funds could be 
spent more effectively on rental subsi-
dies to ensure that the people who can-
not currently afford suitable housing 
gain access to it. 
How is Manitoba to become a have 
province when our own investment 
dollars are being spent further West? 
How are we to house thousands of new 
immigrants in a diminishing number of 
rental units?   The answer is that with-
out the removal of rent controls, our 
economy will only fall further behind 
the rest of the West. 

be recovered through market rent ad-
justments without government review, 
which often requires six to 12 months 
in Manitoba.   
The purchase of condominiums as 
revenue property is not a recom-
mended investment strategy in Mani-
toba because our rent structure yields 
little return. Developers who work in 
Manitoba and other provinces report 
that local investors refuse to partici-
pate in the construction of rental stock 
in Manitoba. They choose instead to 
put their money in projects further 
West. Real estate investment trusts 
avoid Manitoba, but purchase large 
volumes of rental property in other 
provinces. 
Do rent controls protect any segment 
of the population? One would pre-
sume they protect the poor. But that is 
not the case, either philosophically or 
practically. Rental benefit warrants 
for people on Social Assistance in 
Manitoba have not increased since 
1992 and the majority of apartment 
units being boarded up due to lack of 

(Continued from page 6) 

maintenance are those with the lowest 
rents, the very same units that low 
income earners are best able to afford. 
Meanwhile, mid-priced rental units 
benefit the working middle class since 
they are kept affordable for them, es-
pecially when the guideline is consis-
tently less than a COLA increase un-
der many union contracts. The federal 
government has acknowledged this 
reality and is working on portable 
rental subsidies for low income earn-
ers. 
It is clear that Manitoba will continue 
to be a have not province when it 
comes to accommodation unless our 
rent control system is eliminated.  
Manitoba continues to maintain a 30 
year old rent control system which no 
economist or business person can de-
fend, while rent controls have been 
repealed or radically changed by al-
most every other province. That in-
cludes Saskatchewan, whose NDP 
government removed rent control en-
tirely. 
Manitoba’s government has said they 
are looking at a “made-in-Manitoba”  
solution.  Why try to reinvent the 
wheel when the free market system 
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Profile—Coinamatic - cont’d 

ICI Group, with operations in 55 coun-
tries and 45,000 employees worldwide, 
is one of the world©s largest producers 
of specialty products and coatings.  For 
more information about ICI Group, 
visit: www.ici.com. 

Who are ICI  Paints? 
ICI  Paints Wor ldwide 
ICI Paints are a leading international 
decorative paint manufacturer with one 
of the widest geographical reaches of 
any paint business.  In over 100 coun-
tries, our markets include contractor, 
consumer, architectural, maintenance 
and construction.  Around the world, 
50 million households use ICI Paints 
each year. 
ICI Paints operates 55 manufacturing 
sites in 25 countries and employs 
16,000 people.  Annually, we make 
nearly 300 million gallons of paint, 

that©s enough paint to decorate every 
house in the cities of Los Angeles, 
London and Beijing combined. 
ICI Paints is the only company with an 
international (Master Palette®) colour 
system enabling colours to be commu-
nicated around the world. 

ICI  Paints North America 

·  Core Markets: Decorative paints 
products serve four main customer 
segments: large professional, small 
contractor, industrial maintenance 
and the Do-It-Yourselfer (DIY). 

·  11 plants in US, Canada, and 
Puerto Rico. 

·  Producer of architectural paints, 
stains, industrial coatings, water-
borne can coatings, caulks and ad-
hesives. 

·  Leader in no-VOC waterborne 

paints. 
ICI  Paints - Canada 
In Canada, ICI Paints operates as: 
Glidden Paints, Color Your World, ICI 
Paints,  Devoe Industrial Coatings, CIL 
Paints and Metro Wallcoverings 

·  Manufacturer of ICI Dulux, Glid-
den, Color Your World and Devoe 
Coatings brands 

·  2 Canadian manufacturing facili-
ties - Toronto, Ontario and Van-
couver, British Columbia 

·  Over 200 store locations coast to 
coast trading under the Glidden, 
Color Your World and ICI Paints 
names 

Sponsor Profile—ICI  Paints 

Manitoba a have not (cont’d)  
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RRAP and SCPI  (cont’d) 

“housing”  needs are due to the gap be-
tween  current housing costs and 30% of 
renters© incomes, rather than anything to 
do with the housing itself, such as unit 
size or quality. 
For the cost of building and subsidizing 
one new "affordable" housing unit, the 
government can give long-term help to 
between two and eight families in exist-
ing units through rent supplements or 

(Continued from page 1) 

portable housing allowances. Besides 
being cost-effective, portable housing 
allowances allow renters to choose the 
accommodation that best suits them 
and their needs. 
Portable housing allowances can also 
help break the cycle of poverty because 
low income earners can move to loca-
tions where work (or better work) is 
available, rather than being forced to 
stay in their current social housing unit 
in order to keep their housing benefit. 

CFAA welcomes the government’s 
moves to add tools like rent supple-
ments and housing allowances to the 
programs currently receiving signifi-
cant federal funding.   
The federal government is moving in 
the right direction on housing. CFAA 
supports the continuation of Minister 
Fontana’s housing policy reforms, 
including portable housing allow-
ances. 

Email: admin@cfaa-fcapi.org     Web: www.cfaa-fcapi.org 

Les programmes nationaux de 
rénovation (cont’u) 

moyen terme, comme les services d©hé-
bergement de transition ou avec services 
de soutien. 
Le financement de 138,8 millions de dol-
lars annoncé aujourd©hui pour prolonger 
l©Initiative national pour les sans-abri fera 
en sorte que les ressources communautai-
res essentielles continueront d©être acces-
sibles pour les citoyens les plus vulnéra-
bles de notre collectivité. L©INSA tra-
vaille en collaboration avec les collecti-
vités locales afin d©assurer une transition 
harmonieuse de nos engagements finan-
ciers. 
Les programmes de rénovation de la So-
ciété canadienne d©hypothèques et de lo-
gement (SCHL) aide les ménages à fai-

(suite de la page 5) 

bles revenus, les personnes handica-
pées et les Autochtones à effectuer les 
réparations nécessaires pour que leurs 
propriétés répondent aux normes sani-
taires et sécuritaires, à réparer les refu-
ges pour les victimes de violence fami-
liale et à appuyer la mise en place de 
logements adaptés pour les personnes 
âgées à faibles revenus afin qu©elles 
puissent vivre de façon autonome le 
plus longtemps possible. 
L©investissement de 128,1 millions de 
dollars pour renouveler le PAREL pour 
une période d©un an vient poursuivre 
une tradition de 30 ans de financement 
accordé pour préserver l©accessibilité à 
des logements à prix abordables. Le 
PAREL a aussi facilité la formation de 
partenariats flexibles et efficaces avec 
les gouvernements provinciaux et terri-
toriaux permettant ainsi le partage des 

coûts et la prestation des services à 
l©échelle locale. Depuis sa création, 
plus de 700 000 ménages ont bénéfi-
cié du programme PAREL. 
En 2005, l©INSA et la SCHL ont 
amorcé des consultations à l©échelle 
nationale en vue de l©élaboration d©un 
Cadre de référence en matière de 
logement au Canada. Ce Cadre vise à 
couvrir tous les aspects du 
« continuum du logement », des refu-
ges d©urgence à l©aide aux propriétai-
res de maisons. Une fois approuvé, il 
guidera le gouvernement du Canada 
dans ses futurs investissements dans 
les domaines de l©itinérance et du 
logement, en misant sur les succès 
atteints grâce aux programmes ac-
tuels, comme le PAREL et l©INSA. 
 

Election Participation 

When you receive this newsletter, a fed-
eral election will probably be underway 
or coming up soon. It is in your interest 
to make contact now with your preferred 
local federal candidate, before the elec-
tion. The successful candidate will re-
member the positive impression that you 
made before the election when you ask 
for their support once they are elected. 
Here are some suggestions for making a 
positive impression that will pay off 
later: 

1. Find out where the local candidates 
stand on the federal issues that affect 
our industry, namely: the income tax 
treatment of rental property; and the 
use of housing allowances, rather than 
subsidizing the building of new 
“affordable”  housing 
2. Make personal contact with the can-
didate you prefer to offer your support 
3. Offer information about the federal 
issues that affect our industry 
4. Donate money to the campaign 
5. Host a fundraiser with a focus on the 

rental housing industry (invite your 
local colleagues) 
6. Lend equipment or space to the 
campaign 
7. Volunteer for canvassing 
8. Offer to put up signs at your prop-
erties, and encourage others to do the 
same (that is a huge benefit for the 
candidates and provides low cost 
“ returns”  for you) 
9. Volunteer to help out on election 
day – help voters get to the polls or 
be a scrutineer. 


